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	Core rule
A rating measures playing strength; a ranking orders players using a stated rating list and date. Standard, rapid and blitz are never merged into one official list.



1. Scope
1.1 These Regulations govern official Vanuatu national ranking lists and the supplementary VCF national rating system.
1.2 FIDE ratings remain the authoritative international ratings. The VCF rating exists to rank active local players, including those not yet FIDE rated, and does not replace or alter a FIDE rating.
2. Separate lists
2.1 The Federation publishes separate lists for:
Open Standard;
Women Standard;
Open Rapid;
Women Rapid;
Open Blitz;
Women Blitz;
Junior lists by approved age category; and
an All Active Players list for each time control.
2.2 A player may appear on every list for which eligible. Category lists are subsets; they do not imply different rating calculations.
3. Ranking order
3.1 The monthly official ranking order for each time control is:
current published FIDE rating in that time control;
if no current FIDE rating, current VCF rating in that time control;
players with identical rating values share the same ranking position; and
for display only, equal-rated players are ordered alphabetically unless a selection rule supplies a tie-break.
3.2 Rankings must display the rating source (FIDE or VCF), rating value, list month, games counted during the activity period and active/inactive status.
3.3 A ranking list does not itself decide national selection. The Selection Regulations define any averaging, activity threshold or tie-break.
4. Active status
4.1 A player is Active in a time control if they played at least six rated games in that time control during the preceding twelve months, of which at least three were played in a Federation-sanctioned event or under Vanuatu federation registration.
4.2 If fewer than three suitable rated events were reasonably available in Vanuatu, the Tournament and Ratings Director may publish an adjusted activity note applying the same reduced threshold to all affected players for that list.
4.3 Inactive players keep their rating and remain visible on an inactive list but are excluded from an Active ranking number.
5. Events eligible for VCF rating
5.1 An event is VCF-rated only if it:
was registered with the Federation before play;
uses the current FIDE Laws of Chess and a published time control;
is supervised by an approved arbiter or responsible event official;
uses reliable pairings and complete result records;
applies fair-play measures proportionate to the event;
identifies players by Federation/FIDE ID where available; and
submits results and any incident report within seven days.
5.2 Casual games, unverified online games, odds games, simultaneous exhibitions and events with materially unreliable records are not rated.
5.3 Online events may be maintained on a separate experimental list only; they do not affect over-the-board official rankings unless the AGM adopts a distinct verified online rating system.
6. VCF rating calculation
6.1 VCF ratings use the Elo expected-score method separately for standard, rapid and blitz.
	Formula
Expected score E = 1 / (1 + 10^((Opponent rating - Player rating) / 400)). New rating = Old rating + K x (Actual score - Expected score), summed across the rating period.



6.2 Actual score is 1 for a win, 0.5 for a draw and 0 for a loss. Forfeits without a played game are not rated.
6.3 K-factors are:
	Player status
	K

	Provisional player, first 10 rated games
	40

	Player under 18 with rating below 2000
	40

	Established player below 2400
	20

	Established player at or above 2400
	10


6.4 Ratings are rounded to the nearest whole number after the complete monthly rating period. A value ending exactly in .5 rounds upward.
6.5 The rating floor is 1000. A rating may not fall below the floor.
7. Initial and provisional ratings
7.1 A new player begins as unrated and receives a provisional VCF rating after at least five games against rated opponents in one or more eligible events.
7.2 The initial rating is calculated by the same expected-score method using the opponents' ratings, with a notional two draws against opponents rated 1400 added solely to stabilise small samples. The published method and underlying games must be retained.
7.3 A provisional rating is marked 'P' until ten rated games are completed. It may move rapidly and must not be presented as a FIDE rating.
7.4 When a player obtains a FIDE rating, the FIDE value becomes the primary national ranking value for that time control from the next published list. The VCF rating remains in the record and resumes only if the FIDE rating later becomes unavailable under FIDE rules.
8. FIDE rating submissions
8.1 FIDE-rated events must be registered and reported within current FIDE deadlines by authorised officials. The Federation is responsible for the accuracy and payment obligations of reports submitted in its name.
8.2 The Tournament and Ratings Director checks player IDs, federation codes, title data, time controls, arbiter details, pairings and results before submission.
8.3 Corrections to a FIDE rating are pursued only through the FIDE rating correction process. The Federation must not publish an unofficial alteration as if it were FIDE-approved.
9. Monthly process and publication
	Target
	Action

	Days 1-7
	organisers submit complete event files and incidents

	Days 8-14
	Ratings Officer validates eligibility, identities and calculations

	Days 15-20
	provisional VCF update is circulated to affected organisers/players for error checking

	Days 21-25
	corrections are decided and audit file is closed

	Last day
	official list is published with version number and cut-off date


9.2 Each publication includes the calculation version, events included, events pending, corrections from the prior list and contact for review.
9.3 If the monthly timetable cannot be met, the prior official list remains in force and the delay is announced.
10. Quality controls and independence
10.1 The Ratings Officer must not alter a result. A disputed result is referred to the event's arbiter or competent appeal body.
10.2 Any manual rating adjustment requires a written legal or calculation basis, approval by a second unconflicted qualified person and disclosure in the correction log.
10.3 The Board receives summary reports but may not direct the rating of a named player.
10.4 Rating data, tournament files, calculations, corrections and approvals are retained for at least seven years.
11. Review and appeals
11.1 A player or club may request correction within fourteen days of publication, identifying the alleged identity, result, eligibility or calculation error.
11.2 The Ratings Officer responds with the calculation record within seven days. If disputed, an independent Rating Review Panel of three decides on the documents.
11.3 A review may correct data or calculation but may not re-decide a game result or impose discipline.
11.4 An appeal under the Constitution is available for procedural unfairness, conflict, irrational refusal to correct a proven error or failure to apply these Regulations.
12. Changes to the system
12.1 The AGM approves material changes to formula, K-factor, floor, initial rating method or activity threshold after at least thirty days' consultation.
12.2 A change takes effect from a future rating period and is not retrospective unless correcting an error or required by a binding rule.
12.3 The Tournament and Ratings Director publishes worked examples before a new method takes effect.
Appendix A - Worked example
Player A is rated 1500 and plays Player B rated 1600. Player A's expected score is approximately 0.36. If Player A wins and K = 20, the change is 20 x (1 - 0.36) = +12.8, rounded after the monthly period. Player B's expected score is approximately 0.64; the corresponding change is 20 x (0 - 0.64) = -12.8 if the same K applies.
Where opponents have different K-factors, each player's rating change is calculated using that player's own K-factor.
Appendix B - Published list fields
Rank
Player name
FIDE ID / VCF ID
Category
Club
Rating
Source (FIDE/VCF)
Provisional marker
Rated games in prior 12 months
Active/inactive
List month and version
Source framework
This document was drafted against the following public sources. Rules amended after the draft date prevail where applicable.
[1] Vanuatu Association of Sports and National Olympic Committee (VASANOC), Constitution adopted 5 May 2011 (publicly linked 2011 text), especially membership, AGM voting, four-year terms, finance, arbitration and IF compliance. [2] Charitable Associations (Incorporation) Act [CAP 140], including the 2015 and 2017 amendments, and the VFSC sample constitution. [3] FIDE Charter (effective 1 March 2020, as amended), FIDE Handbook, FIDE Laws of Chess, rating, ethics, disciplinary, electoral and fair-play regulations. [4] Oceania Chess Confederation Statutes, effective 1 January 2012, and applicable Asian Chess Federation/Oceania rules. [5] FIDE General Assembly Annex 3.1.2 (2023), Vanuatu Chess Federation membership filing and VFSC Certificate of Incorporation.
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